
UNIVERSITY OF LETHBRIDGE 

FACULTY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 

Fall, 2011 

HLSC 5100A – Research Methods 

Tuesday – 0900 – 1150 ~ Location:  M3023 (Markin Hall) 

 

 

Instructor:  Judith C. Kulig, RN, DNSc, Professor 

Office:  M3071 (Markin Hall); 403.382.7119      

E-mail:   kulig@uleth.ca  

Office Hours: Upon request  

 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: 

 

In this course, students are offered an in-depth examination and comparison of 

qualitative, quantitative and mixed methods designs. Specific aspects emphasized in the 

course include: evidence justifying the research enterprise, developing research 

questions and hypotheses as appropriate, establishing a research design, reviewing data 

analysis and the process of knowledge translation.  

 

KEY LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

 

Upon completion of this course, you will be able to: 

 

1. Identify philosophical underpinnings of qualitative, quantitative, and mixed 

method designs. 

 

2. Describe the major elements of qualitative, quantitative and mixed method 

designs. 

 

3. Compare, contrast and explain the differences among aspects of sampling, data 

collection and analysis in relation to qualitative, quantitative and mixed 

methods. 

 

4. Identify how reliability, validity and trustworthiness are established in the three 

major approaches to research. 

 

5. Discuss how research questions are developed and their role in determining an 

appropriate research method. 

 

mailto:kulig@uleth.ca
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6. Access and synthesize evidence/knowledge related to a research phenomenon of 

interest. 

 

7. Synthesize existing literature, theory, methodology, and method related to a 

research phenomenon of interest. 

 

8. Describe the influence of research in the development of evidence informed 

practice. 

 

TEACHING METHODS AND LEARNING STYLES: 

 

Weekly seminars will provide an opportunity to learn about the various aspects of 

research designs (qualitative, quantitative and mixed method), including their 

significance to your own learning and research plans. The seminars will only be 

successful if you read ahead of time and come prepared to discuss, debate and question 

the readings, ideas and thoughts of your professor, colleagues and experts from the 

literature. 

 

REQUIRED TEXTS: 

 

Bryman, A., Teevan, J., Bell, E. (2009). Social Research Methods (Second Canadian Edition). 

Oxford University Press: Don Mills, Ontario. 

 

Any additional readings will be posted on Moodle using the persistent link system.  

 

ANCILLARY COURSE SUPPORT:  MOODLE 

 

Moodle will be used to post all materials related to the course including the course 

outline, information about assignments, additional readings, class forums for 

discussion, grade book, location to submit your assignments, etc. 

 

ASSIGNMENTS, EVALUATION CRITERIA, AND SCHEDULE: 

 

      Marks   Due Date 

 

1. Research Phenomenon 20% October 4, 2011 

2. Literature Review (Chapter 2) 35% November 8, 2011 

3. Design Assignment 35% December 6, 2011 

4. Participation 10% Ongoing – Due December  

6, 2011 
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1. Research Phenomenon of Interest 

 You will identify a research phenomenon of interest to you.  This assignment 

needs to reflect your area of interest that you anticipate you will formally 

investigate in your graduate studies. It illustrates your current ideas and 

thoughts (your musings, so to speak). You may be part of your supervisor’s 

program of research or may be pursuing your own topic of interest. The 

important thing is that this assignment represents the beginning of a process 

upon which you will build other assignments (in this course and in others).  

Class time will include discussion time of your research ideas.  

 

 Length:   5 pages; APA format 

 Due:    October 4th, 2011 

 Value:   20% of the final grade  

 

2. Literature Review:  Thesis; Chapter 2 

 

In this assignment, you are provided with the opportunity to access and 

synthesize existing knowledge/research regarding a topic of research interest. 

You may or may not focus on the topic you addressed in Assignment #1 (i.e., you 

may have changed your mind). In order to successfully complete this 

assignment, you will access knowledge from a variety of sources, i.e., electronic 

research/professional journals, hard copy or paper-based research/professional 

journals, specific websites and journals offering evidence-based research, etc.  

The Gray Literature can also be invaluable to this activity.   

 

More specifically, for this assignment, you will: 

 Access, discern, and synthesize literature which addresses: 

o What is known about your topic of interest? 

o What are the gaps in understanding? 

o How has the understanding of this phenomenon developed over 

time? 

o Identify theoretical or conceptual underpinnings of your 

phenomenon of interest; 

o Discuss how your phenomenon of interest has been researched—

were quantitative, qualitative or mixed method studies 

implemented? What have been the strengths and limitations of 

using these different designs? 

 Offer conclusions/rationale regarding the need for your research 

project/thesis, i.e., in other words—justification for your proposed thesis 

project; and 

 Provide evidence of literature synthesis throughout your paper. 
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 Provide summaries throughout the assignment as necessary. 

 You will want to have a conclusion at the end of this “chapter.” 

 

Length:   20-25 pages maximum, APA format 

Due:    November 8, 2011 

Value:   35% 

 

3. Design Paper and Presentation  

This is a two-part individual assignment consisting of the following: 

A. Prepare a paper that focuses on a research design. For some students, they 

will have decided what their specific design is; for others, they will be 

deciding after completion of the Advanced Qualitative course in Spring, 2012. 

Therefore, this paper needs to be considered as the beginning of your ideas 

regarding which particular design you would employ in your own research. 

For this paper, you are expected to discuss the phenomenon of interest you 

would pursue, identify the variables you would measure (and their 

definition), the possible design you would employ and include details such as 

setting, sample size, data collection & analysis, ethics and trustworthiness. 

Other features you would include (if applicable), would be any hypotheses 

you would test. 

B. Prepare a presentation about your phenomenon of interest and your tentative 

plans for choice of design and the details as noted above in the paper (if there 

are any hypotheses; identification of variables and their definitions; sample, 

setting; data collection & analysis; ethics & trustworthiness). A PowerPoint 

slide presentation is expected for this component of the assignment.  

  

Individual Paper:  

Length:   15 – 25 pages. 

Due:  December 6, 2011 

Value:  25% of final grade 

 

Presentation: 

Length: 20 minutes plus 10 minutes for discussion 

Due: To be discussed in class 

Value: 10% of final grade 

 

4. Participation Mark: Ongoing discussion and reading additional materials 

beyond the course outline are essential activities in a graduate-level course. 

There are five quotations listed throughout the weekly course outline that 

require students to actively seek out and locate articles and materials to discuss 

in-depth within the seminars. You are expected to: 
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1) locate articles/videos/YouTube comments;  

2) post them on the Moodle site for the course;  

3) take a leadership role and discuss the materials in relationship to the posed 

question/quotation during the seminar.  

 

In addition, you are expected to actively discuss your ideas, your progress at 

developing your research interest, and the assigned book chapters and other 

readings on a routine basis throughout the seminar. Once the semester is 

completed, you will hand in a summary of your participation activities and your 

expectation for a grade for this component of the course. The decision about your 

final grade rests with the professor.  

 

Due: ongoing 

Value: 10% 

 

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR ASSIGNMENTS: 

 

All papers, in accordance with the most recent APA (6th ed.) guidelines, should be 

typewritten and include a title page, reference list, and appendices (if needed). Papers 

should be double-spaced, on unlined paper, with a minimum of one inch (2.54 cm) 

margins all around. APA guidelines will be utilized in marking and it is, therefore, 

strongly recommended that you familiarize yourself with this reference style 

(particularly in relation to the use of quotations, abbreviations, headings, and how to 

correctly cite various sources). To enhance objectivity in marking, include only your 

student identification number on the title page. Any assignment with the student’s 

name, or other identifying information, on it may be subjected to a 5% reduction in 

mark. Familiarize yourself with the marking criteria for each assignment and include 

the marking sheet when handing in the assignment. 

 

All assignments are due at the beginning of class on the specified due date. Any 

assignments submitted after the start of class are subject to a 5% deduction in mark for 

tardiness. For example, the assignment is discounted 5% per day (i.e., three days late x 

5%/day = a 15% reduction from mark earned on the assignment). Any exceptions to this 

discount guideline must be discussed with the professor well in advance of the 

assignment due date.  

 

 

ACADEMIC OFFENCES:  PLEASE DON’T DO ANY OF THESE  

 

Further, students are referred to The University of Lethbridge Calendar  regarding 

academic offenses. Specifically: 
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 1. Plagiarism 

 a. No student shall represent the words or ideas of another person as his 

or her own. This regulation will affect any academic assignment or other 

component of any course or program of study, whether the plagiarized 

material constitutes a part or the entirety of the work submitted.  

 

b.  Upon submission of evidence that the student has represented another 

person’s words or ideas as his or her own, the student shall bear the 

burden of proving that there was no intent to deceive.   

 

Plagiarism Statement: The University of Lethbridge subscribes to 

Turnitin.com, a plagiarism detection service. Please be advised that 

student work submitted for credit in this course may be submitted to this 

system to verify its originality. Students must be able to submit both 

electronic and hard copy versions of their work upon request.  

 

 2. Cheating 

a.  In the course of an examination, no student shall obtain or attempt to 

obtain information from another student or other unauthorized source, or 

give or attempt to give information to another student, or knowingly 

possess, use or attempt to use any unauthorized material.  

 

b.  No student shall represent or attempt to represent oneself as another or 

have or attempt to have oneself represented by another in the taking of an 

examination, preparation of a paper or other evaluated activity. . . .  

 

 Procedures to be Followed by Instructors and Deans 

 

1.  The instructor must review the alleged offense with the student and shall 

advise the student to refer to the Discipline Policy. 

 

2.  Where the instructor has reason to believe that an offense has been committed, 

he/she may impose one or more of the following penalties: 

  a.  Written reprimand. 

  b.  Additional work. 

  c.  Grade reduction in or rejection of the assignment. 

  d.  Grade reduction in the course. 

  e.  A grade of “F” in the course. 
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With the imposition of a penalty of a. to e., the instructor shall inform the student 

in writing including a summary of the offense and penalty and shall send a copy 

to the Dean for inclusion in the student’s file in the Registrar’s Office. The 

Registrar shall inform the Dean if the student has had a previous notice in his/her 

file. (The University of Lethbridge Calendar) 

POLICIES:  THE FINE PRINT 

For specific details on University Polices please refer to the University of Lethbridge 

2011/2012 Calendar.  Please read the policies carefully. Remember that copying and/or 

inappropriate collaboration on papers, tests, and exams is classified as plagiarism. 

 

 Voluntary Withdrawal Date:  November 10, 2011.  Note:  Please do not hesitate 

to discuss this decision with me in advance of this date. 

 

  Academic Regulations and Requirements 
 

Copyright:  

Every day across Canada, university professors, staff and students make thousands of 

photocopies. Books, journal articles, speeches, sections from plays - they're all being 

copied. The copies help students learn, assist professors in their teaching and research, 

and facilitate the smooth running of the university. 

 

But is that copy you're making legal? The answer lies in the rules in the Copyright Act, 

use permissions that the copyright owner may have made publicly available and in  

license agreements held by your university with copyright owners and vendors of 

databases and collections containing copyright works. 

 

As a student and at a minimum, you need to be aware of the following: 

 

 If an article has been assigned as reading for the class, be aware that it may not be 

permissible for your instructor to provide the class with copies of an assigned 

article, or to post the assigned article on Moodle. In most cases you will be 

provided with a "persistent link" to the article, which will direct you to the 

original electronic copy housed within the U of L library's information system. 

Articles housed in the U of L library that are only available in hard copy will be 

made available on reserve in the library. 

 

 Principles of fair dealing allow a student or professor to make a single copy of 

copyright material "for research, private study, criticism, review, or news 

reporting", but in general do not permit making multiple copies for an entire 

class. So, think about that before you copy an article for a number of your 
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classmates. Such copying may be an infringement of copyright unless you have:  

o obtained permission from the copyright owner, 

o confirmed that the Library holds a license permitting distribution of copies 

to students enrolled in a course, or  

o the copyright owner has made the material freely accessible with no 

requirement to seek permission for copying.   

 

For assistance in navigating copyright compliance, feel free to contact the University 

Copyright Advisor at copyright@uleth.ca 

 

Accommodation for Students with Disabilities 

Reasonable accommodations are available for students who have a documented 

disability.  If you have been diagnosed with a disability, there is no need to face the 

challenge of University without support. Please contact the Counseling Services/ 

Disabilities Resource Centre at 403-329-2766 

http://www.uleth.ca/ross/counselling/index.html to set up an appointment. After 

registering with the Disabilities Resource Centre, your instructor will be notified by a 

formal letter of any accommodations you require.  In addition, students are responsible 

for requesting accommodations from the instructor at least *two weeks* in advance of 

the evaluation date.  The instructor and student are jointly responsible for arranging the 

resources needed for the evaluation process. 

 

GRADING BREAKDOWN: 

 

Students must complete all assignments, including full participation in classroom 

activities and group work, to pass this course. The grading system is consistent with 

that established in the Faculty of Health Sciences, effective May, 2002. 

 

 

Letter GPA Percent Letter GPA Percent 

A+ 4.0 95 - 100% C+ 2.3 71 - 74.9% 

A 4.0 91 - 94.9% C 2.0 67 - 70.9% 

A- 3.7 87 - 90.9% C- 1.7 63 - 66.9% 

B+ 3.3 83 - 86.9% D+ 1.3 59 - 62.9% 

B 3.0 79 - 82.9% D 1.0 55 - 58.9% 

B- 2.7 75 - 78.9% F 0 0 - 54.9% 

 

 

 

 

http://www.uleth.ca/ross/counselling/index.html
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Tentative Class Schedule 

Additional articles will be assigned and posted on Moodle  

 

September 13 Introduction to the Course                Chapter 1 & 2 

 Connecting Theory & Research 

 

September 20 Library workshop 

 Overview of Research Designs  Chapter 3, 4, 8 & 9 

 

Quotation for discussion in seminar: 

“Put most simply, theory is a guess about the way things are.”  Bouma, Ling & 

Wilkinson, 2009, p. 20 

    

September 27 Panel 

 Asking Research Questions Chapter 5 & 18 

 Choosing Research Designs 

 The Nuts & Bolts of Conducting Research 

  

Quotation for discussion in seminar:  

“It is even more challenging to focus on a problem of manageable size than it is to come 

up with an interesting question for research.” Investigating the Social World, Schutt, p 

55 

 

October 4 Finish topics from above 

 Ethics  Chapter 2 

 

October 11 Sampling/Settings  Chapter 4, 9, 11,  

 

October 18 Data Collection & Analysis: Qualitative  Chapter 8, 10 & 13 

 

Quotation for discussion in seminar: 

“The purpose of scientific activity no longer stands out as a statistical putting together 

of surface phenomena in an observed reality.” Reflexive methodology: new vistas for 

qualitative research.” Alvesson & Skoldberg, p 18  

 

October 25 Finish Data Collection & Analysis: Qualitative & commence  

 Data Collection & Analysis: Quantitative Chapters 3 & 12 
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November 1 Finish Data Collection & Analysis: Quantitative 

 Other Data Sources Chapters 7, 14 & 15 

 Mixed Methods 

 Secondary Analysis  

November 8 Reliability & Validity Chapter 3 & 8 

 Trustworthiness 

Quotation for discussion in seminar: 

“It [this chapter] began with the bald assertion that social scientists can measure 

anything that exists. Then we discovered that most of the things we might want to 

measure and study don’t really exist. Next we learned that it’s possible to measure them 

anyway.” The Basics of Social Research , Babbie (2005) p 144. 

November 15 Guest speaker: Dr. Olu Awosoga 

November 22 Writing it all up!  Chapter 17 

 Knowledge Translation 

 

Quotation to discuss in seminar: 

“Finally, be careful in the way you convey the voices of the participants in your report. 

It is important for the ‘voices’ of participants to figure prominently in the report, but do 

not use their voices as your own.” Bouma, Ling & Wilkinson, 2009, p. 212. 

 

November 29 Presentations 

 

December 6  Presentations/Wrap-up of the course 
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Marking Guide 

Chapter 2: Literature Review 
 

Item Expectation Present? 

Organization and 
development of paper (5) 

 The purpose of the assignment is clear 

 Flow of ideas is exceptional 

 Excellent organization & use of headings; 

material flows naturally from one section to 

another 

______ 
______ 
______ 
 

Critical Analysis (25)  All required components (see description in 
course assignment description) are included at 
a depth demonstrating mastery--assignment is 
therefore comprehensive in nature 

 The assignment not includes summary 
statements about the literature in relation to 
your phenomenon of interest but also a critique 
of the literature you present 

 Both direct and indirect quotations from the data 
used in significant ways and incorporated 
powerfully into the appropriate parts of the 
assignment 

 Thoughtful, concise conclusion related to the 
literature you have discussed 

 Incorporates an exceptionally broad range of 
significant scholarly references 

______ 

 
 
 
______ 

 
 
 
______ 

 
 
 
______ 

 
 
______ 

Expression of Ideas (5)  Grammar, spelling and overall written 
expression demonstrate excellence 

 Development of ideas, arguments and 
conclusions represents creativity and 
exceptional depth 

 Almost no errors in APA format, citations and 
references 

______ 

 
______ 

 
 
______ 

 
Total:     /35 
 
Comments:  
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Marking Guide 

Design Paper 
 

Item Expectation Present? 

Organization and 
development of paper (5) 

 The purpose of the assignment is clear 

 Flow of ideas is exceptional 

 Excellent organization & use of headings; 

material flows naturally from one section to 

another 

 Thoughtful, concise conclusion related to the 
design  

______ 
______ 
______ 

 
 
 
______ 

Critical Analysis (15)  All required components (see description in 
course assignment description) are included at 
a depth demonstrating mastery--assignment is 
therefore comprehensive in nature 

 Evidence of solid, in-depth understanding of the 
specific research design 

 Balanced presentation of strengths and 
weaknesses of the design 

 Clear examples and/or rationale provided to 
support statements regarding the choice and 
discussion of the design 

 Appendices are included and appropriate—
reference made to appendices in the body of 
the chapter 

 Practical plans regarding data collection & 
analysis are included 

 Incorporates an exceptionally broad range of 
significant scholarly references 

______ 

 
 
 
______ 

 
______ 

 
______ 

 
 
______ 
 
 
 
______ 

 
______ 

Expression of Ideas (5)  Grammar, spelling and overall written 
expression demonstrate excellence 

 Development of ideas, arguments and 
conclusions represents creativity and 
exceptional depth 

 Almost no errors in APA format, citations and 
references 

 Both direct and indirect quotations used in 
significant ways and incorporated powerfully 
into text 

______ 

 
______ 

 
 
______ 

 
______ 

 
Total:     /25 
 
Comments:  
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Marking Guide 

Design: Presentation 
 

Item Expectation Present? 

 
Topic (5) 
 

 

 Appropriate design chosen 

 
______ 
 

 
Presentation of Ideas/Depth of 
Discussion (20) 

 

 Thorough presentation of key concepts, assumptions 
and philosophical perspectives in relation to the 
chosen design 

 Advantages and disadvantages of the specific design 
thoroughly explored and presented 

 Key points and conclusions regarding the chosen 
qualitative design noted and demonstrated thorough 
knowledge base by the presenter 

 Development of ideas, arguments and conclusions 
represents creativity and exceptional depth 

 Means of presentation highlighted and enhanced the 
topic 

 Suitable range of references referred to in the 
presentation; synthesis and integration of references 
evident. Critical appraisal of the references evident. 

 Grammar, spelling and overall written expression 
demonstrate excellence 
 

 
______ 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
______ 
 
 
______ 

 
Engagement with the Audience 
(5) 

 

 Appropriate length of time for topic presentation and 
discussion 

 Used effective methods to actively engage 
colleagues 
 

 
______ 
 
______ 

 
Total:     /30 = /10% 
 
Comments:  
 

 


